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Regular events in Martley and 

Wichenford: 
 

Sundays 

2nd Sunday in the month:  

Teme Valley Farmers Market for local 

produce 11am The Talbot, Knightwick 

Martley Ramblers meet Church car park 
 

3rd Sunday in the month:  

Path-or-Nones meet 9.30am Martley 

Memorial Hall car park to help maintain  

the local footpaths 
 

Mondays 

Martley Parish Council: 1st Monday in 

the month 7.30pm in The Library 

Tuesdays 

Short Mat Bowling: 2.00pm Martley 

Memorial Hall  

Wichenford Ladies’ Fellowship: 2.30pm 

2nd Tuesday in the month (usually) 

Martley Toddler Group: 1st and 3rd 

Tuesdays (term time) 10.30am Martley 

Memorial Hall 
 

Wednesdays 

Teme Valley Shufflers Line Dancing: 

7pm Martley Memorial Hall Enq. Jeff & 

Thelma 01886 821772 

Martley Folk Club: 1st Wednesday in 

the month at The Talbot, Knightwick and 

3rd Wednesday at The Admiral Rodney  

Martley WI: 2nd Wednesday in the 

month 7.30pm Heaton House 
 

Thursdays 

Wichenford Wine Club: 3rd Thursday in 

the month 

Martley & District Horticultural 

Society: last Thursday in the month 

7.30pm Martley Memorial Hall  

 
See Church Words  p. 27 for details of services 

 

See articles for details of special events AND 

changes of time/date/venue of regular events 
 

See the Diary page on www.martley.org.uk for 

a complete listing of all forthcoming events 

(that the Diary page editor knows about) 
 

See page 28 for contact details of organisations 
 

Articles to go in The Villager must be 

submitted by the 1st of the  

previous month 

Volume 21 number 2             July 2012 

Advertise in The Villager: Aileen 

Parker. 01905 641865  
Editor: Gail Dawson (01886 889180) 

Editorial Team: Martley Alan Boon (01886 

888527), Kate King (01886 888439) 

Wichenford Janet Andrews (01886 888303), 

Sheila Richards (01886 888378) 

Distribution: Martley George & June Lawrence 

(01886 821064) Wichenford Karen Furber 

(01886 888449) 

Contact The Villager: Leave articles at 

Martley Post Office, call Janet or Sheila 

(Wichenford) or email the Editor at 

editor@martley.org 

Opinions expressed by contributors are not 

necessarily those of The Villager. The Villager 

cannot be held responsible for any goods or 

services advertised in the magazine. 

Records of the Parish Council meetings in 

the two parishes are not intended to be full 

and complete minutes. Minutes of meetings 

can be seen by contacting the respective 

Clerks to the Councils. 
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Villager Distributer Wanted 
The Villager magazine is delivered 

across our two villages by a team of 

very wil l ing and commit ted 

volunteers. We have unfortunately lost 

one of our distributors recently and 

therefore I am looking for someone to 

‗join the team‘ and deliver around 25 

magazines in Martley. The properties 

are all within the estate in Martley so 

are within easy walking distance. If 

you can spare the time and would like 

to help out then please contact June on 

01886 821064. Thank you 

Martley Spurs FC 
End of Season 2011-2012 Update 

The end of another successful season 

for Martley Spurs culminated in our 

team winning the Sunday 1st Division 

League and promotion into the Sunday 

Premier Division. Our presentation 

evening was held on Saturday 26 May 

at the Bell in Broad Heath in 

conjunction with a fund raising ―Race 

Night‖ and we extend our thanks to 

the landlord, Ian, for his continued 

support. I am pleased to announce that 

the evening made over £570 and I 

would like to thank our race sponsors: 

Joe Rawle Joinery; G&K Decorators; 

Martley Post Office; Pencroft Limited; 

Darren Lynch Glazing; Annette 

Powell Hairdressing; Mrs Lil Morris 

and the Stratford‘s. They, together 

with players and supporters made the 

evening enjoyable and profitable!  

Many thanks to everyone involved. 

The chairman Gordon Griffiths 

thanked the manager, Simon Rawle, 

for all of his hard work during the 

season. Eight awards were then 

presented by Gordon Griffiths and the 

recipients were: Players Player went to 

Luke Willets, Managers Player went 

to Danny Scheppell, Young Player of 

the Year went to Kraig Harris, Jack 

Millward Cup went to Billy Stelling, 

The Nora Holiday Trophy went to 

Paul Abraham and The Eastman Cup 

went to Mikey Fellows. The award for 

the best goal of the season was given 

to James Houston for his 30 yard goal 

in the game against Kempsey FC. One 

special award was presented to Mandy 

Gardner who was given the Darren 
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Herbert Memorial Cup in appreciation 

of her hard work over the past 2 years 

(and her wonderful bacon butties!) If 

you would like more information 

about the club or you are considering 

joining us, please contact Simon 

Rawle on 01684563623 for details. 

M Gardner, Secretary, June 2012 

Martley Amateur Dramatics 
It is all very quiet at MADs with no 

performances 

p l a n n e d 

before our 

a n n u a l 

pantomime (more of this in a later 

e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  V i l l a g e r . ) 

However, don't forget the Mad Kidz 

summer school which will be taking 

place from July 30 to 3 August. To 

enrol or to find out more information 

on the summer school, please 

c o n t a c t ,  L o u i s a  W i l d e  a t 

martleydramatics@hotmail.co.uk 

A Very Soggy Start 
At the time of writing this editorial we 

have finally managed to play some 

cricket after one of the wettest starts to 

the season in living memory. It started 

raining the week we moved to outdoor 

training and we had to cancel nine out 

of the first ten games, not to mention 

four practice sessions. When we 

finally got going our U16 side 

defeated Kidderminster by one wicket 

with one ball to spare thanks to a good 

all round team performance. Our U14 

team won their first ever game against 

Barnards Green by eight runs. There 

were notable contributions from Jo 

Adams, Frankie Purcell and Dan 

Pritchard, though the outstanding 

performance came from Jamie 

Hammond who scored 25 and took 6 

wickets. In the second game they 

narrowly lost to a strong Nomads 

team. Our youngest team, the U11‘s 

have so far played two games. Both 

games were lost but they are a very 

inexperienced team who are very keen 

to improve. The senior teams have had 

mixed fortunes so far this season. The 

first team has struggled for runs this 

season and has lost both games to date 

though with at least three under 16 

players in the team there is hope for 

the future. The 2 XI have won one and 

lost one. Claverley were beaten with 

Ali Holdsworth and Jo Adams leading 

the way and Darryl Lymer seeing us 

home with a solid 47, but we then lost 

to Old Hill when our batting failed 

after the bowlers had done a good job 

in restricting them to 157. The Sunday 

team have so far beaten Hallow and 

Sapey but lost to Pencombe. The team 

has been very youthful so far as the 

U16 players are doing exams and their 

places have been taken by U14‘s who 

have grabbed the opportunity with 

both hands. Notable performances so 

far include a hundred for James 

Ganderton against Hallow ably 

supported by Tom Clement‘s fifty. 

Practice nights are on Friday at 

6.30pm. Everyone is welcome to join 

us. Please contact Rob Ganderton or 

John Mcgahan at the Post Office for 

more details. 

Rob Ganderton, Martley C.C. 
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Granville Howard 
26.8.23 – 8.5.2012 

Audrey and daughters Janet and Judith 

would like to say a huge thank you to 

neighbours, friends and all at St 

Peter‘s church and give a special 

mention to the staff at Great Witley 

Surgery and also Hazel B Trauma 

ward at WRH, who gave such love 

and care.  The uplifting Thanksgiving 

service at church was a wonderful 

tribute to Granville. 

Martley & District 

Horticultural Society 
The Plant Sale was held on 19 May in 

the Village Hall, and considering the 

weather and the recession was a great 

success.  There were all sorts of plants 

on offer, almost anything you could 

think of, roses, perennials, alpine/

rockery plants, bedding and pot plants, 

shrubs and vegetables. Also donated 

was a really solid timber rose arch. 

Thanks to all helpers and to everyone 

who brought plants, without you this 

event would never happen, and it is a 

most important money raiser for the 

Society. On 14 July we go by coach to 

Trentham Gardens (8.00am start from 

Martley Village Hall); on 26 July it is 

the Social Evening at Judith O‘Leary‘s 

home, a lovely garden guaranteed! 

The Annual Show is on 18 August, 

help will be required in the kitchen—

more details will follow in the August 

Villager. 

Tina Steele 

Martley WI 
Wednesday 11 July 7.30pm  

Heaton House 

We know that Martley is unique. Why 

else would we want to live here? It 

was, however, very 

surprising to hear, a few 

years ago, about the 

geological stories hidden 

in the rocks beneath our feet.   John 

Nicklin is coming to tell us what is so 

remarkable about the area and about 

the Teme Valley Geological Society. 

The competition is for An Old Gadget; 

it does not have to be something that 

has been unearthed from the strata. 

After the pleasure of the Garden 

meeting, the unanimous vote in favour 

of the national resolution, and all the 

activities that we are enjoying in our 

WI and with other WIs, life on the WI 

front is not boring. Come along, join 

us and find out all that is going on. In 

particular we think many of you 

would be interested in John Nicklin‘s 

talk, so please just turn up at 8pm. 

Kate King 

Martley Ramblers  
8 July 10am and 18 July 6.30pm 

Church car park 

The recent walk over Brockhampton 

and Bringsty Common was most 

enjoyable. Good weather and only 20 

stiles during the 4 mile walk too. 

Many thanks to Richard and Pauline 

Mills for leading this lovely walk. 

After the busy month, Rambler wise in 

June, this month we only have two 

walks. The first on Sunday 8 July is a 

morning one with Carl Armstrong 

leading around Abberley. The second 

on Tuesday 18 July is an evening one 

and in the Martley area, led by the 
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Two Paulines. Hopefully, people who 

would like a leisurely Amble and 

cannot make a Sunday walk will be 

able to join us for this summer 

evening. 

Kat e King 

Pudford Lane 
Perhaps we should call this spring the 

―Cuckoo Year‖ as it has been lovely to 

hear the male so much more than in 

recent years. Hopefully he will have 

found his mate with all his calling and 

now it is July, it will be away he flies, 

as the old poem says. It is not good 

news to hear DEFRA‘s plan to allow 

the destruction of buzzards‘ nests and 

their removal from shooting estates to 

protect the 40 million pheasants 

annually imported, raised and released 

for shooting. It is so lovely to walk 

along the Lane on a summer evening 

and to hear the plaintive cry of the 

buzzards as they circle over the Ridge. 

We have head-high nettles growing, 

hopefully to provide a good 

environment for butterfly eggs and 

moths. They are not very pretty but 

are partially hidden behind the 

Valerian which is also enticing the 

bees. Any suggestions for a use for 

Sticky Willy plant which seems to 

have had a bonanza year? 

Kate King 

Martley’s Past 
Extracts from a Parish Council 

meeting in April 1936 

 (a)  ―The Clerk read two letters from 

the Martley Rural District Council 

dated 12 and 25 February respectively, 

with reference to the alleged 

dangerous corner in Church Lane, and 

pointed out that no further action 

could be taken as the owner had 

refused to give or sell any portion of 

his garden ground.‖ 

(b)  ―Charges of the SW&S Power 

Company. After discussion it was 

proposed by Mr Howlett seconded by 

Mr Rowley – ‗That a letter be written 

from Martley Parish Council to the 

SW&S Power Company, calling 

attention to the high rate of charges, 

and respectfully requesting them to 

reduce the said charges from 8d (3p) 

to 6d (2 1/2p)  per unit for light and 

from 1 1/2d to 1 1/4d per unit for 

power‘.   Carried. 

 ―Wichenford, Clifton-upon-Teme, 

Broadwas, Great  Witley and 

Knightwick Parish Councils to be 

asked to support this resolution. 

Agreed.‖ 

Alan Boon 

Martley Parish 

Neighbourhood Plan 
Progress Report 

Since the Parish Council formally 

approved the Parish Plan in early 

April, Planning Group efforts have 

been concentrated on turning the 

approved Parish Plan into the Martley 

Neighbourhood Development Plan 

(NDP). The NDP, when finally 

approved, becomes a legal planning 

document. It is vital that Martley 

completes its NDP before final 

approval of the South Worcestershire 

Development Plan, because then the 

NDP will replace the current SWDP 

proposals for Martley. In other words 

the wishes of Martley residents rather 
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than district level views will decide 

how Martley will develop until the 

year 2030. In May the Parish Council 

completed the first step required to set 

the NDP process formally in motion: a 

notification in due form to Malvern 

Hills District Council of its intention 

to produce an NDP. Other major 

formal steps required are, The 

appointment of an independent 

assessor: this is in hand and a 

Referendum: planned to be held this 

Autumn at the same time as the 

election of the Police High 

Commissioner. Most importantly, all 

households in Martley Civil Parish 

will be asked for their views on the 

developing NDP. In particular, local 

landowners have offered in principle a 

number of small sites for housing 

development which would allow 

Martley to meet its new housing needs 

as and when the requirement emerges, 

rather than see a whole new housing 

estate ―plonked‖ in one go behind the 

Crown Inn. By the time you read this 

progress report you will be able to see 

in detail what the Planning Group is 

proposing for the Martley NDP on the 

local Martley website and to begin to 

form your own views. Please call in at 

the NDP Consultation Open Day 

arranged for Saturday 7 July from 

10.00am to 1.00 pm in the Memorial 

Hall. There you will be able to see the 

draft proposals, discuss them and give 

your views on what should finally 

appear in your Neighbourhood 

Development Plan. 

Parish Councillor, Dr. Stuart 

Cumella, Chairman, Martley 

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, 

01886 888797 or email 

stuartcumella@gmail.org 

Cob House Fisheries Update 
It has been a busy month at Cob 

House Fisheries in May! We have 

been lucky enough to gain two 

accreditations, Clubmark and the 

Open Awards which is fantastic 

news. Our resident Archer Mel Clarke 

was selected to carry the Olympic 

Torch and on the very same day was 

s e l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  2 0 1 2 

Paralympics! Mel trains most days at 

Cob House and you are welcome to 

pop along and see her at any time. 

There are bookable sessions for 

Fathers‘ Day with Mel and her 

business Revolutions Archery with 

‗have a go‘ sessions in the afternoon. 

On the first Saturday of every month 

from March to December we will be 

hosting a Charity Car Boot Sale from 

10am. The cost of a pitch is £4.00 and 

all pitch fees are donated to charity.  

Wednesdays and Saturdays feature 

Open Fishing Matches. Please check 

our website www.cobhouse.org for up 

to the minute information. On the 3rd 

Thursday of the month, the Mobile 

Library is at Cob House Fisheries 

between 1.30pm and 2.15pm, on the 

4th Thursday of the month, the Toy 

Library is at Cob House 10am to 

11.30am 

Helen Taylor, 01886 888 517 

14 



July 2012 * The Villager   

Thank You 
Helen and Robert Taylor would like to 

thank Martley Parish Council for 

purchasing the Gas Beacon and also 

for the wonderful firework display that 

they let off from the top of Berrow 

Hill on the 4 June 2012 to celebrate 

the Queens Diamond Jubilee. The 

opening of Berrow Hill on the 5 June 

proved to be a big hit with over 300 

tickets issued for people to take in the 

views from the very top. Although 

unfortunately the sun wasn‘t shining 

on us that day, it was wonderful to see 

hundreds of people walking up the hill 

and around the top of the monument 

for this special occasion. 

Robert and Helen Taylor 

Hats off to Her Majesty 
Despite the atrocious weather, over 

200 villagers celebrated the Jubilee 

big lunch together on Sunday 3 June. 

Everybody crammed into the 

beautifully decorated village hall and 

h a d  a  w o n d e r f u l  t i m e .   

The Rev D Sherman kicked off the 

afternoon with the Jubilee grace and a 

sing song. We listened to Longside 

Radio during lunch which was 

followed by the live showing of the 

Barge Procession down the river 

Thames and more singing in between. 

The weather on Monday was kinder 

and again we had many villagers 

partaking in the wonderful burgers and 

bangers supplied by Chrys Titshall 

from Teme Vale Victuallers and the 

rolls which were supplied by 

Lammings of Bromyard. The sky was 

clear so we were all able to see the 

beacon when lit by boys from the 

―Path or Nones‖ and the 10 minutes of 

fabulous fireworks that followed 

which the same group set off. Mrs 

Kipping won the first prize in the 

raffle and the full list of winners is 

available upon request. The Parish 

Council would like to say a big thank 

you to everyone who helped before, 

during and after the weekend of 

celebrations, without which there 

wouldn‘t have been an event.  There 

are too many to mention but in 

particular the Pearsall clan worked 

very hard and young James 

Honeybourne was a real star! 

Councillor Mandy Gardner 04.06.12 

Ferndale Singers 
A Summer Concert, A Farewell to 

Merren 

This will be presented by the Ferndale 

Singers on Saturday 21 July 2012 at 

7.30pm in Martley Village Hall. 

Tickets are priced at £5 (to include 

wine and light refreshments) and can 

be obtained by telephoning 01886 

8 2 1 1 2 7 ,  0 1 9 0 5  3 3 3 2 2 5  o r 

07958559083 

Chris Baker 
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Marriages 
Jonathon Horner and Eleanor Brown 

on 23 June at St Peter‘s, Martley.  

Wedding Thanks 
Mark and Sara Andrews thank 

everyone who helped to make their 

wedding day such a special and very 

happy day. Donations were received 

on behalf of the NSPCC and the total 

raised was in excess of £500, these 

donations were instead of presents. 

Martley Community Games 

Play Area Official Launch 
Sunday, July 8 from 2-00pm-

4.00pm 

Come along to help Launch and thank 

‗Community Spaces Groundwork‘s‘ 

and ‗Awards for All‘, Ringway and 

village sponsors for the new play areas 

in Martley. Martley Recreation 

Association, the Parish Council, 

‗Desperate to Play ‗parents, Youth 

Club, Young Farmers, Teme Valley 

Children‘s Centre (and many more!) 

would like to invite you to an Olympic 

themed community sports afternoon 

where everyone gets a medal, fun 

factor essential! All ages can get 

involved, and we really mean this,  

babies to OAP! Bring along the whole 

family and come dressed to take part. 

Zumba dance time (South America) 5 

a side football, walking football!, 

volley ball, tug o war, 

a s s a u l t  c o u r s e 

(pentathlon), hobby horse 

and space hopper races 

(show jumping!), new cardio gym 

equipment, small bike trail, welly 

wanging and gentler events-some 

made up on the day too! It’s Not The 

Winning –It’s The Taking Part And 

Having Fun! If you would like to help 

on the day, we would be very grateful 

and this would allow everyone to have 

a go on the activities and join in. All 

the more the merrier! Please call me 

on 01886 888406 or just come along 

and offer to help. Hot dogs, ice cream, 

refreshments and cakes will be 

available and Longside Radio 

will be knocking out some 

Olympic themed tunes to 

help us along the way! Walk 

with cheerleaders following a real 

Olympic ‗torch‘ to our Parish Council 

beacon to start this ‗get active‘ fun 

event. 

Community Games Team  

Pat Owen 

In Memoriam 
Granville Howard who passed away 

on 8 May. A church service was held 

at St Peter‘s, Martley and was 

followed by cremation in Worcester. 

Local Olympian  
How many people in our area have 

an Olympian in their family tree? 

My grandfather, Arthur Russell, won 

gold in the 3,200 metre steeplechase in 

the London Olympics of 1908. In 

those times, medals were of solid 

gold, considerably heavier than the 

plated ones now awarded. Olympic 

competitors were all amateurs and in 

many cases needed to return to their 

professions the very next day! How 

things have changed! In 2008 my 
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father reached his 100th birthday, and 

in recognition of his father‘s 

achievements, the British Olympic 

Association hosted him to attend many 

events organised for our athletes 

travelling to Beijing, this culminated 

in the Beijing Ball, a wonderful send 

off for those travelling to the Games. 

My father was guest of honour and 

danced the night away! I wonder what 

my grandfather would have made of 

the proposal that ground to air missiles 

may be deployed to protect 

competitors and the thousands 

flocking to London for this year‘s 

games? 

Paula Britton, Martley 

Martley 100 Club 
Our May winner was Rena Davidson 

with ticket number 6 which wins 

£40.00. Congratulations to Rena and 

many thanks for supporting your 

Village Hall. The hall is now heavily 

dependent on the funds raised by the 

Martley 100 Club so everyone's 

support is gratefully received. 

Village Hall news 
The Management Committee would 

like to thank everyone who attended 

the AGM and for their valid feedback 

and suggestions in an attempt to 

improve the services provided for 

everyone who use the facilities of the 

hall.  All the comments have been 

noted and action will be taken. The 

Committee relies heavily on your 

support in keeping the hall open both 

financially and personal time. We all 

have such busy lives these days and 

any time offered is appreciated. Due to 

lack of funding and difficult times for 

everyone we are working hard in 

organising events to raise funds for the 

maintenance of the hall and hopefully 

have fun along the way. Your support 

and donations (which can be gift aided 

as we're a charity) would be 

appreciated. If any organisations 

would like to become involved in 

assisting us in fundraising please do 

let a committee member know. If there 

is anything in particular you would 

like improving in the hall and would 

like to make a contribution towards 

please let us know, the Horticultural 

Society kindly donated funds towards 

the outside lights in the car park which 

has been a great improvement. 

Annette Smith, Village Hall Secretary 

villagehall@martley.org 

Affordable Housing 
Martley Parish Council would like to 

find out the requirement of the 

Martley catchment area (Martley, 

Wichenford, Clifton upon Teme and 

The Shelsleys) for the need for 

affordable housing. A housing needs 

survey will be available to complete 

on-line on the Malvern Hills District 

Council website between 2 July and 

30 July. There will be a link to the 

survey from the Martley Parish 

website www.martley.org.uk and from 

the Clifton upon Teme website 

www.c l i f t on -upon -t eme .co .u k . 

Alternatively you can complete 

directly from the Malvern Hills 

website www.malvernhills.gov.uk. If 

you know of anyone who could 
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benefit from affordable housing in 

Martley but are currently living 

elsewhere please let them know about 

the survey completion details. If you 

have any problems accessing the 

survey please contact the clerk, Janet 

Dale on martleypc@btinternet.com or 

01886 888472. 

Martley Parish Council 
Abbreviated draft edited minutes of 

the Parish Council Meeting held on 

Monday 11 June 2012 

Code of Conduct 

A new code of conduct must be in 

place by July 1. Therefore a proposal 

was made by Cllr Nott that members 

adopt the Worcestershire model code 

of conduct with effect from 1 July.  

The proposal was seconded by Cllr 

Baxter and carried unanimously.  

County Councillor report 

County Councillor Davies reported 

that as part of the cost cutting exercise 

at WCC, two Directors posts would be 

made redundant. This would save 

£400,000/£500,000 per year and that 

the whole management structure is 

being reviewed. He reported that one 

of the LEA Governors at the Primary 

School had retired and they are 

looking for a volunteer as a 

replacement. Cllr Cumella asked Cllr 

Davies about the funding for bus 

services. Cllr Davies reported that 

most of the bus services are 

commercially run but that WCC pay 

subsidies and if that is the case WCC 

can have some say on timetables, etc. 

but the commercial operator has to 

make it pay. Regarding the footpath 

initiatives the Parish Council will 

write to Cllr Davies with some ideas 

on ways to improve the footpath to 

and from the Martley Primary school.  

District Councillor Report 

District Councillor Williams again 

expressed concern about the planning 

group finding additional locations for 

approximately 100 houses. She said 

that the Council should be objecting to 

the number of houses proposed (62) 

and that Council should be looking to 

reduce this number. With reference to 

the housing needs survey carried out 

recently, there were only three 

responses. Council felt that the survey 

was not readily available to the people 

of Martley. Cllr Williams will now 

arrange for the survey to be re-opened 

and Council will use the Villager 

magazine and Martley Village website 

to promote the completion of the 

survey. 

Planning 

12/00406/FUL and 12/00308/LBC -  

The amendment proposed was 

discussed and Council support this 

application.  

12/00472/FUL 

It was reported that this application 

will not be discussed at Planning 

Committee in June.  

12/00374/HOU 

Approved and noted. 12/00386/HOU 

Application withdrawn and noted. 

12/00538/FUL 

Approved and noted. 12/00751/LBC 

Lower Horsham Farm,  

Council fully support this application 
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Correspondence 

Audit Commission, change of external 

auditor.  Council noted. A Davies, 

meeting attendance, noted. WCC, 

revised bus timetables in place from 

the 5 September, the Clerk to advertise 

these locally. Welcome to Our Future, 

Sustainable Communities, the Clerk to 

pass to the Village Hall Management 

Committee. Festival Housing, has now 

implemented a new unified structure, 

which was noted. CALC training It 

was agreed that Cllr Gardner is to 

attend the training on 25 June. 

Progress Reports 

The rubbish beside footpath at The 

Crown has now been removed. Jubilee 

update, the Clerk reported that 200 

people attended ―The Big Lunch‖ with 

over 250 attending the Barbecue. The 

events had been provided within the 

budget agreed.  Library electricity 

costs, no response has been received 

as yet 

Finance 

The payments as presented were 

approved and cheques signed 

accordingly. The internal auditors 

report was read out and noted, The 

Annual Return was duly signed by the 

Chair. The contribution request 

towards the church clock, it was 

decided to await any further approach 

from the Church. 

Lengthsman Duties 

Move seat and grit bin, already 

notified and the seat is to be fixed to 

the ground. Blocked drains from the 

Admiral Rodney down to Newtown, 

and Pudford Lane down to the 

Sawmills, all require the gullies 

opening and clearing. The footpath by 

Scar Cottage requires digging off, the 

drain by B4204/B4197, drain opposite 

the Crown public house and Hollins 

Lane are to be looked at by Aqua 

Cleansing 

Councillors reports 

Cllr Walker proposed that a thank you 

letter be sent to the Pearsall family for 

their assistance with the Jubilee 

Celebrations. Cllr McHugh reported 

that the drain cover in the Village Hall 

car park needs replacement and that 

the gutters require clearing out, the  

Clerk will contact the Village Hall 

Management Committee. Cllr Nott 

reported that the hedges on Hollins 

Lane require trimming. 

Date of next meeting 

The next meeting will take place on 

Monday July 2 in the Village Hall. 

J C Dale. Clerk. 5 June 2012 

Local Policing News  
Stay Safe this summer 

Tell a neighbour when you‘re on 

holiday, arrange for them to collect 

your mail, open close curtains, keep 

all keys (including car keys) out of 

sight, make sure sheds have padlocks 

and sensor lights over them, use timer 

switches to turn lights on in the 

evenings, remember to cancel milk & 

newspaper orders. 

CSO Helen Wendy Cooper 40061, 

07968 477684,  

Tenbury Wells Police Station 
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Wichenford 100 Club 
1st ticket number 131, Rob Fewtrell, 

2nd ticket number 134 John Kent, 

3rd ticket number 145, A G Fidoe. 

The lucky tickets were drawn by 

Abi Burkes, congratulations to our 

June winners. 

Clair 

Spring Clean For The Queen 

And Jubilee Hour 
Kenswick and Wichenford are getting 

into the Diamond Jubilee spirit by 

taking up the Spring Clean for the 

Queen, and the Jubilee Hour 

Campaign. There has been so much 

press recently about litter being 

dropped mindlessly all over the place, 

so we are having a Spring Clean for 

the Queen morning in July to tidy up 

Kenswick and Wichenford Parish 

p r i o r  t o  t h e  F e t e  t h e 

following weekend. Anyone who 

would like to take part, grab a rubbish 

bag and do your bit for the Queen, and 

litter pick on your road and in your 

area on the morning of Saturday 14 

July.  You will be amazed how much 

you collect, and better, how wonderful 

the verges will look by Saturday 

afternoon!  Sadly the Queen will have 

already driven through our area on the 

11 July, after her visit to Worcester, so 

if you want to do it in her honour 

before the 11th, please do. The Jubilee 

Hour is a national campaign and over 

a million hours have been pledged so 

far. The aim is to give 60 minutes of 

your time to the community to mark 

the 60 years the Queen has been on 

the throne. This can be done at any  

time, and in many guises: By helping 

out at a community or charity event, 

doing a bit of gardening for an elderly 

neighbour, or by undertaking an 

hour‘s ironing, repainting the 

millennium Green gates, re-planting 

the Millennium Green borders, (cont 

on Page 22)                                                       
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Janet Andrews  

01886 888303 

Sheila Richards  

01886 888378 

Over the Garden Wall   

in Wichenford 
WICHENFORD NEEDS YOUR NEWS 
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Wichenford Jubilee Fete 
Saturday 21 July 2012 

Starts at 2pm 
**Fun Dog Show** 

(classes to include 
 The Best Trick, The Best In Show,  

The Most Handsome Dog and Prettiest Bitch) 

**Jubilee Fancy Dress Competition** 
**Fun Games and Activities** 

**Bouncy Castle and Beat the Goalie** 
**Teas, Scones and Cakes** 

**Ice Cream, Jams and Chutneys and 
Plants and Produce** 

**Bric a Brac** 
**Tombola**  

and a fantastic raffle 
Please do Come along and support your  

local village Fete 
Lots of Fun for the Whole Family 
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Cleaning the Village signs, its endless. 

No, not litter picking - that‘s covered!

The possibilities go on forever, and all 

as a mark of respect for Her Majesty. 

If you want to let us know what you 

are doing ring Shirley on 01886 

888302 or email her directly at ken-

wichenfordclerk@tiscali.co.uk 

Wichenford Fete 
Its Fete time again and this year in 

Wichenford, we will celebrate with 

our 2012 Jubilee Fete on Saturday 21 

July at 2pm. The schools have 

finished, so what better way to enjoy a 

Saturday afternoon than wandering 

around our lovely fete. Our main event 

this year is the Fun Dog Show kindly 

organised by Pauline Whittaker. 

Please bring your dog along and enter 

one of the many categories including 

‗the best trick‘, ‗the best in show‘, ‗the 

most handsome dog and the prettiest 

bitch‘. There will be a competition for 

a Jubilee Fancy Dress for children and 

many games and activities including a 

bouncy castle and ‗beat the goalie‘. As 

always there will be delicious teas 

with scrumptious scones and cakes. 

Stalls will also be offering ice creams, 

sweets, soft drinks and hot dogs. If 

you prefer browsing there will be a 

selection of stalls including jams, 

chutneys, cakes, produce and plants. 

There will also be a wide selection of 

Bric a Brac and fantastic prizes in the 

Tombola. Raffle tickets will be 

available in July for a chance to win 

some brilliant prizes. Come and join 

us and have fun! 

Lindsay Webb 

Telephone Box Gets a Jubilee 

Make Over ! 
What a lovely sight—the telephone 

box in Wichenford re-designed by a 

willing team of volunteers to celebrate 

the Queens Diamond Jubilee. Thanks 

for the picture Georgina—I am sure 

all our readers will agree, it looks 

really splendid!! 

Wichenford Bluebell Ride 

2012 
The Bluebell Ride finally took place 

on Sunday 26th May. A month later 

than usual, so the bluebells were just 

about still there, but not the terrific 

show that they were two weeks ago. 

The original day for the ride was 

cancelled (as was Badminton Horse 

Trials on the same day), as the ground 

was like a bog. However, with only a 

weeks notice, and an incredibly hot 

day, the ride took place. Instead of the 

bluebells we had the beautiful colours 

of the yellow rape, and blue linseed, 
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coupled with white swathes of cow 

parsley and may blossom. There were 

about 80 riders on the day, and a few 

more over the holiday weekend, and 

we raised over £2,000 to give to the 

Air Ambulance and St Richards, and 

also the Memorial Hall, Wichenford 

Church, the Day Centre, the 

Millennium Green and the Nursing 

Association. With grateful thanks to 

the Randall family who man the 

office, and to all the other 

helpers:  Matthew, Richard and 

Skinny who prepare the course, Denis 

Hiams, a few days off his 80th 

birthday, and the Barwell Family on 

the lorry entry, and Katie Kidd, Andy 

Johnson and Karen Furber on the 

Keepers crossing, and Pete Mountjoy 

and Julie Spicer for monitoring the 

course throughout the day. Hazel 

Sparkes provided delicious cakes for 

the hungry riders. Also, for generous 

donations from the Nott Family, Andy 

Johnson, Colin Griffiths, and G H 

Banks. 

Pensax Thrift Shop 
The Pensax Thrift Shop‘s fund raising 

charity for 2012 is the Midland Air 

Ambulance and a sale will be held on 

Wednesday morning 18 July. We will 

also be holding a raffle which will also 

be drawn then (tickets are now on 

sale). Donations of books, clothes, 

bric-a-brac etc are now being accepted 

on Wednesday mornings, so if you 

have anything at all that you would 

like to donate please contact me. 

Many thanks again for your continued 

support. 

Nerys 

Permissive ride at Broadwas 
As from 30 September 2012 the 

permissive horse ride at Broadwas will 

be closed. The DEFRA Stewardship 

has ended so the access will have to be 

closed permanently. 

S Nott 

Parents-to-Be and Antenatal 

and Postnatal Support in the 

Teme Valley area 
The Teme Valley Children‘s Centre 

will hold our next Parents-to-Be 

sessions at Clifton upon-Teme Village 

Hall on 4 and 11 July 2012. These 

sessions are invaluable to help prepare 

for your new arrival and form part of 

our Teme Valley antenatal and 

postnatal support that includes our free 

weekly Bumps to Babes sessions. 

Those with babies up to 12 months old 

or are expecting a baby are welcome 

each Monday morning at the Tenbury 

Pump Rooms from 11am until 12pm 

and each Thursday morning in The 

Lion Clifton-upon-Teme Village Hall 

from 10am until 11am. Bumps to 

Babes not only provides an ideal 

opportunity to meet other parents in 

the area but is also aimed at providing 

support, expert advice, baby play, 

information and much more. Teme 

Valley Children‘s Centre is focused on 

tailoring its services to meet the needs 

of parents within the Teme Valley 

area and recently held a parent‘s 
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forum to obtain your views as to the 

services offered for those with 

children 0-5. If you would like to 

provide invaluable feedback as to the 

services in your area please get in 

touch to enable us to continue to 

provide support and guidance within 

the local community. For any 

additional information on these or any 

of our services please call the Centre 

on  01886 812982 or  emai l 

teme.valley@barnardos.org.uk 

Film and BBQ 
Little Witley Film Society are 

planning to have a "summer film" and 

BBQ in August. The film planned is 

centred on a village in Oxfordshire 

and its called Tortoise in Love and it 

is being offered to film societies at the 

same time as its national release, 

which is very unusual. The WI and 

all the village were involved in it in 

one way or another, and as our 

audience seems to appreciate "local" 

films, we thought this would be a 

good idea. More details will follow in 

the August edition of The Villager 

together with information on how to 

purchase tickets. 

Concert of Songs of English 

Pageantry and Passion for 

the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
St Leonard's Church, Cotheridge 

Sunday 8 July 2012 at 3pm 

Please put the above date in your 

diary, when a concert will take place 

in Cotheridge church. The programme 

will feature music by several English 

and Welsh composers, who were 

inspired by the sense of patriotism in 

the poems which they set to music.  

With music by Purcell, Herbert 

Howells, Ivor Novello and Vaughan 

Williams, the programme will bring 

you long remembered songs of your 

childhood and some new songs for 

you to savour. Performed by Jane 

Field (soprano) and Margot Stringer 

(alto), with accompaniment by John 

Swindells, we will keep the spirit of 

the Jubilee in the intimate venue of St 

Leonard‘s, where a warm welcome 

awaits you. Tickets, which can be 

purchased at the door, cost £5.  Tea 

and cakes will be provided at the end 

of the concert. Please contact Chris 

Baker on (01905) 333225   

Baptisms 
Florence Elsie Bolton at St Mary 

Magdalene, Broadwas on 10 June. 

In Memoriam 
Margaret Anne Worrell who passed 

away on 25 March. Margaret‘s funeral 

and burial was held at St Leonard‘s, 

Cotheridge on 25 April. 

NICU Fundraising 
I am a local lady in Hillside, Martley 

and have organised a fund raising 

event on Saturday 14 July 2012 

between 10am and 4pm at the Cob 

House Fisheries in Wichenford. It is 

to raise money for Neonatal Intensive 

Care Unit at Worcestershire Royal 
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Hospital.  There will be a raffle, car 

boot sale (£4 per car), bouncy slide, 

children's free craft area, craft tables 

(£10 per table), face painting, 

children's quad bikes and much more 

on the day. I have some amazing raffle 

prizes, over 30 prizes to be honest and 

some fantastic ones at that of which 

will include, a spa day for two people 

at the Malvern Spa, a cricket bat 

signed by the Worcestershire County 

Cricket Team, tickets to Worcester 

Rugby Club, tickets to Worcester 

Racecourse, West Midlands Safari 

Park, Legoland, restaurant and pub 

vouchers, including one from The 

Crown at Martley, two cases of cider, 

a bottle of champagne and a variety of 

shopping vouchers! Please contact me 

on 07729436505 for more details on 

this event.  

Rachel Stringer, 07729436505 

July is one of our hottest months, so 

try and get into a routine with your 

watering.  Remember to keep 

houseplants well watered as well. 

Many conservatory plants can go 

outside for the summer, check that 

those left inside aren't scorched or 

baked in direct sunlight. Deadheading 

your plants will keep them flowering 

in your borders for much longer, and 

many container plants can be cut back 

to produce a second period of 

flowering. Disbud dahlias if you are 

trying to produce big blooms. Planning 

ahead, you can take cuttings of 

pelargoniums, fuchsias, pinks and 

carnations, and herbs, and start 

collecting seeds from annuals (don't 

forget to label them)! Time to start 

pruning those evergreen hedges as 

well. A common problem to look out 

for this month is powdery mildew on 

plants which are stressed by 

overcrowding or being too dry. Cut off 

and burn, or throw away infected 

material, don't put it in your compost. 

Cordon tomatoes can be stopped by 

removing the tip of the main shoot 

after 4 or 5 trusses of fruit have set, 

this means all the fruit should ripen. 

Left to their own devices the plants 

will probably give you plenty of green 

tomatoes all through the autumn. 

Remove runners and dead leaves from 

strawberries which have finished 

fruiting, and sow autumn lettuce. By 

the end of the month, Autumn bulbs 

will be on sale, and if you are looking 

for more unusual Spring bulbs you will 

find that specialist growers are already 

taking orders. This is a peak month for 

garden visits. Within a ten mile radius 

of here there are fifteen gardens which 

are open for charity during July, they 

include Wolferlow House, near Upper 

Sapey on July 7, Moors Meadow, 

Collington, July 16, and The Orchards, 

Bishops Frome, July 29. Please check 

the National Gardens Scheme website, 

ngs.org.uk for up to the minute details 

and information on all open gardens. 

JC 
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I'm delighted to be arriving as the new 

curate of the parishes of Martley, 

Wichenford and the Lower Teme Val-

ley. This is the culmination of a long 

journey, as I first started to consider 

becoming a church minister about 16 

years ago. My original background is 

as an astronomer. I did some research 

at the University of Leicester, where 

they have an active space programme. 

They specialise in observing the uni-

verse at ultraviolet and x-ray wave-

lengths, in order to observe the hottest 

stars and galaxies, and to watch the 

most violent explosions in space. I then 

took up a position at the University of 

Arizona in Tucson, where I did a lot of 

observing of the night sky at Kitt Peak 

National Observatory. I look back on 

this time and think that I was very for-

tunate to have been able to do it. The 

most life-changing event while I was 

there was that I became a Christian: in 

some ways it was a Damascus Road 

event without the drama! I then joined 

the Casas Adobes Baptist Church – 

Tucson's mega-church – for a year, 

followed by New Covenant Church, 

which was much smaller but enabled 

me to feel that I was part of a family. I 

returned to the UK in 1995, and it was 

shortly after this that I had the first 

nudge towards ordination. Although I 

got rejected fairly rapidly, I began to 

make career decisions based around 

discerning where God was calling me 

to serve him. I did sometimes wonder 

whether I was making the right deci-

sions! Nevertheless the journey itself 

has helped to shape who I am. I went to 

theological college in Durham for two 

years (2009-11) as part of my training. 

I thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to 

be part of church life in the north-east, 

particularly in Darlington and Stock-

ton. I returned to my home town of 

Cheltenham for 2011-2 because I was 

being choosy about where I wanted to 

serve as a curate: and this intervening 

year has been most enjoyable! While I 

was at New Wine last summer, a large 

Christian conference and camping fes-

tival at Shepton Mallet, I had a nudge 

towards rural ministry. While this took 

me by surprise, what surprised me even 

more was that my friends were all very 

enthusiastic! One friend said to me, 

―The thing is, Richard, you're not ur-

ban! You don't wear your baseball cap 

round the wrong way, and you're much 

more likely to say 'oooh arrr, that's a 

badger, that is!'‖ Thus I am hugely 

looking forward to starting work here 

as a curate, and feel very fortunate to 

have the opportunity to work with and 

learn from David Sherwin and the rest 

of the team around the Martley area. 

Richard Tweedy 
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Sun 1 July 10.30am The Ordination of our new Curate, Richard Tweedy at  

  Worcester  Cathedral  

  3.00pm Benefice Service, St Laurence, Wichenford 

Mon 2 July 9.00am Morning Prayer, St Laurence, Wichenford 

Tues 3 July 10.00am Holy Communion, St Mary Magdalene, Broadwas 

Thurs 5 July 12-2pm Lunch in Company at Broadwas Village Hall 

 3.30-5.30pm – Messy Church, The Old School, Berrow Green Road 

 7.30pm Healing Follow Up Meeting, The Old School, Martley 

Sun 8 July 8.00am Holy Communion, St Leonard, Cotheridge 

  10.30am Family Worship, St Laurence, Wichenford 

  10.30am Holy Communion, St Peter, Martley 

  10.30am Morning Prayer, St Mary Magdalene, Broadwas 

  3.00pm Summer Concert, St Leonard, Cotheridge with John Swindells 

Mon 9 July 8.30am Prayer Breakfast at Jills 

Tues 10 July 10.00am Morning Prayer, St Mary Magdalene, Broadwas  

Wed 11 July 10.15am Holy Communion, Heaton House 

Sun 15 July Healing and the Laying on of Hands 

 8.00am Holy Communion, St Peter, Martley 

 9.00am Matins, St Leonard, Cotheridge 

 10.30am Morning Worship, St Peter, Martley 

 10.30am Holy Communion, St Mary Magdalene, Broadwas 

 3.00pm Evening Worship, The Chapel of St Mary and St Andrew 

 6.00pm Evening Worship, St Laurence, Wichenford 

Mon 16 July 9.00am Morning Prayer, St Peter, Martley 

 Broadwas Prim School Leavers Service at St Mary Mag, Broadwas 

Tues 17 July 10.00am Holy Communion, St Mary Magdalene, Broadwas 

Thurs 19 July2.00pm Martley Primary School Leavers Service at St Peter‘s, Martley 

Sat 21 July 2-4pm Wichenford Fete 

Sun 22 July 8.00am Holy Communion, St Mary Magdalene, Broadwas 

 9.30am Holy Communion, St Peter, Martley 

 10.30am Family Worship, St Mary Magdalene, Broadwas 

 10.30am Holy Communion, St Laurence, Wichenford 

 6.30pm Evening Worship, St Peter, Martley 

Mon 23 July 9.00am Morning Prayer, St Mary Magdalene, Broadwas 

Tues 24 July 10.00am Morning Prayer, St Mary Magdalene, Broadwas 

Wed 25 July 10.15am Holy Communion, Heaton House 

Sat 28 July 6.30pm Cheese and Puds at the home of Robert Pearce 

Sun 29 July 6.30pm Benefice Evensong (a special service to celebrate 350 years of 

  the Book of  Common Prayer), St Leonard, Cotheridge 

Mon 30 July 9.00am Morning Prayer, St Leonard, Cotheridge 

Tues 31 July 10.00am Morning Prayer, St Mary Magdalene, Broadwas 
Dont Forget ,  

Bible Study Group at the home of Chris Woodburn every Tuesday throughout July 
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Village Contacts 
Editor of The Villager Gail Dawson.  Email editor@martley.org or 01886 889180 or leave any 

articles at Martley Post Office 

Advertise in The Villager Aileen Parker, tele 01905 641865 or email aileenjparker@gmail.com 

Church 
(Worcestershire West Rural 

Team) 

Rector: Revd David Sherwin—01886 888664 or  
davidwin56@aol.com   

Assistant Priest: Revd Jennifer Whittaker—01886 833897  

Martley Parish Council Chair: Cllr. D Goodyear—01886 888423;  
Clerk: Janet Dale 01886 888472 

Martley WI     Mary Kipping  01886-812647  

Martley & District Horticultural 
Society 

Pam Minchin—01886 888521 or Margaret Jackson—01886 888654 

Royal British Legion Joyce Tyler—01886 821551 

Martley Toddler Group Will—01886 888340 or Jane—01886 888852 

Martley Ramblers     Richard Mills   01886-888788  

Martley Young Farmers    Brenda Crump 01886-812534  

Path-or-Nones John Nicklin—01886 888318  johnn@martley.org 

Resource Centre  

Police ―Surgery‖     CSO Helen Cooper—Martley Local Policing Team Tenbury Wells Police 
Station extn. 3581 Local Policing Officer PC Paul Lambon  

Martley Website webmaster@martley.org 

Martley Web Mesh Richard Jackman—01886 821237 richard@martley.org 
John Layton—01886888460  johnl@martley.org 

Tom Pearsall—01886 888256 tom@martley.org 

Martley Pre-School Kath/Lucy—01886 889127 www.martleypreschool.co.uk 

Martley Recreation Association 
(playing fields) 

Bookings—Pat Owen 01886 888406 pat@owen01.fsnet.co.uk 

Martley Memorial Village Hall 
Committee 

Chair—Neil Stammers 01886-888513 neil.stammers@btinternet.com 
Secretary—Annette Smith 01886-821895 villagehall@martley.org or 

Lyn Wheeler 01886-889240 mortlake10@martley.org  

Wichenford contacts for The 
Villager  

Janet Andrews—01886 888303 or Sheila Richards—01886 888378 

Kenswick & Wichenford Parish 
Council 

Clerk—Shirley Sanders 01886 888302 

Wichenford Wine Club Chairman—Bill Hylan 01886 888431 

Wichenford Local Heritage 
Group 

Heather Rendall—01886 888239 

Martley Village Hall Bookings Please contact Lucy Horn, 07723064394  or 01886 889148, email 
lucyhorn@hotmail.com 

Martley CSO Helen W Cooper 40061 

To put organisation and its contact details on this list, or to change the details shown here, email 

editor@martley.org or leave a note for the editor at Martley Post Office. 

https://webmailcluster.1and1.co.uk/xml/webmail/mailDetail;jsessionid=593DE48313DF4F919966B79860477033.TC153b?__frame=_top&__lf=AdresseUebernehmenFlow&__sendingdata=1&resyncFolder.Doit=true&resyncFolder.TreeID=leftNaviTree&createMail.Action=create&createMail.T
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Thanks 
We would like to say a big thank-you to 

everyone who supported our coffee 

morning and plant sale at Wichenford 

Village Hall. Despite the rainy weather 

we raised £475 for Acorns children's 

hospice. Special thanks to Three ways 

nurseries for supplying the plants, to The 

Masons Arms, Cob House Fisheries, 

Laylocks garden centre and many others 

who donated raffle prizes. Thank-you 

also to everyone who baked cakes, 

donated plants and helped us on the 

morning.  
Brenda Williams 

The Queens Coming to 

Worcester ! 
WORCESTER is gearing up for a visit 

from the Queen as part of her regional 

tour for the Diamond Jubilee. The Queen 

and the Duke of Edinburgh will visit the 

Faithfull City on Wednesday, July 11 and 

highlights will include officially 

opening The Hive, the county's new 

library and history centre. After the 

opening of the Hive, the royal party will 

then move on to Worcester Guildhall, 

where they will enjoy a reception and 

lunch with community representatives 

from across Worcestershire. This will be 

followed by a chance for the royal couple 

to meet residents on the High Street, 

where Visit Worcester will be organising 

two themed displays celebrating 

Worcester's heritage. Finally, The Queen 

and the Duke will visit Worcester 

Cathedral to join the local community to 

listen to a celebration of the Diamond 

Jubilee in words and music.  
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