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Regular events in Martley and 

Wichenford: 
 

Sundays 

2nd Sunday in the month:  

Teme Valley Farmers Market for local 

produce 11am The Talbot, Knightwick 

Martley Ramblers meet Church car park 
 

3rd Sunday in the month:  

Path-or-Nones meet 9.30am Martley 

Memorial Hall car park to help maintain  

the local footpaths 
 

Mondays 

Martley Parish Council: 1st Monday in 

the month 7.30pm in The Library 

Tuesdays 

Short Mat Bowling: 2.00pm Martley 

Memorial Hall  

Wichenford Ladies’ Fellowship: 2.30pm 

2nd Tuesday in the month (usually) 

Martley Toddler Group: Every  Tuesday 

(term time) 10.30am Martley Memorial 

Hall 
 

Wednesdays 

Teme Valley Shufflers Line Dancing: 

7pm Martley Memorial Hall Enq. Jeff & 

Thelma 01886 821772 

Martley Folk Club: 1st Wednesday in 

the month at The Talbot, Knightwick and 

3rd Wednesday at The Admiral Rodney  

Martley WI: 2nd Wednesday in the 

month 7.30pm Heaton House 
 

Thursdays 

Wichenford Wine Club: 3rd Thursday in 

the month 

Martley & District Horticultural 

Society: last Thursday in the month 

7.30pm Martley Memorial Hall  

 
See Church Words  p. 27 for details of services 

 

See articles for details of special events AND 

changes of time/date/venue of regular events 
 

See the Diary page on www.martley.org.uk for 

a complete listing of all forthcoming events 

(that the Diary page editor knows about) 
 

See page 28 for contact details of organisations 
 

Articles to go in The Villager must be 

submitted by the 1st of the  

previous month 

Volume 21 number 7 December 2012 

Advertise in The Villager: Aileen 

Parker. 01905 641865  
Editor: Gail Dawson (01886 889180) 

Editorial Team: Martley Alan Boon (01886 

888527), Kate King (01886 888439) 

Wichenford Janet Andrews (01886 888303), 

Sheila Richards (01886 888378) 

Distribution: Martley George & June Lawrence 

(01886 821064) Wichenford Karen Furber 

(01886 888449) 

Contact The Villager: Leave articles at 

Martley Post Office, call Janet or Sheila 

(Wichenford) or email the Editor at 

editor@martley.org 

Opinions expressed by contributors are not 

necessarily those of The Villager. The Villager 

cannot be held responsible for any goods or 

services advertised in the magazine. 

Records of the Parish Council meetings in 

the two parishes are not intended to be full 

and complete minutes. Minutes of meetings 

can be seen by contacting the respective 

Clerks to the Councils. 
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Burns Night 
After another successful Burns Night 

last Year at Martley which did again 

sell out quickly, the Burns Supper 

Committee have booked Martley 

Memorial Hall for the 2013 event. The 

Burns Night Supper will be held on 

Friday January 25, 2013. Full details 

of the event will be available in the 

January issue of The Villager, but in 

the meantime if you would like to pre-

book your tickets please contact, 

Sheila Richards on 01886 888378 or 

Yvonne Pearce on 01886 821959.  

Many thanks. 

Yvonne Pearce 

Martley & District 

Horticultural Society 
The well-known locally born 

gardening expert, Chris Beardshaw, 

came to the Holt Fleet Inn on 18 

October to give a talk entitled 

‗ P a i n t i n g  w i t h  F l o w e r s ‘ . 

Unfortunately, owing to a technical 

problem, he could not use illustrations, 

but over two hours gave much useful 

general advice and the many people 

present much enjoyed the evening. At 

the usual ‗fourth Thursday‘ meeting 

our Chairman announced that the 

popular photo competition at the 

Spring Show will be held again, 

subjects are clouds, entrances, 

reflections/shadows, and a vegetable!  

Dobies seed catalogues were available 

at the door, and the members‘ 

hyacinth bulbs were given out – this 

year it is ‗Blue Jacket‘, to be grown 

for the March competition. Mike 

Dunnett gave advice on the clearance 

and use of fallen leaves and 

demonstrated a battery-powered 

blower. He also explained the best 

way of storing dahlias and said be sure 

to label the tubers. A member had 

kindly brought a quantity of 

agapanthus plants, and it was ‗help 

yourself‘. The main speaker, Vic 

Aspwand, is certainly highly qualified 

to give talks on almost any gardening 

subject, being Chairman of the 

Trustees of Birmingham Botanical 

Gardens, President of the National 

Cyclamen Society, and author of 

many articles for the Journal of the 

National Alpine Society. His subject 

tonight was ‗Bulbs for all Seasons‘ 

and he began by pointing out that 
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corms, rhizomes tubers and bulbs can 

produce floral displays in every month 

of the year. Later he explained the 

difference in these underground 

performers. His beautiful slides 

showed a vast number of the many 

types of flowers which would add 

wonderful colour to our gardens. Vic 

also said which countries originally 

produced the different species. It was 

a most informative talk with questions 

at the end. Please note the following 

dates for your diary, 7 December 

Members‘ Christmas Dinner, 14 

December Coach Trip to Cirencester 

Chr i s tmas  Market /Westonbi r t 

Arboretum (46 seats only, please book 

early to avoid disappointment). 

Tina Steele 

Christmas Dinner 

The members‘ Christmas Dinner will 

be held on Friday 7 December with 

only 46 tickets available. A Surprise 

Trip is planned for 14 December, 

leaving Martley at 1pm and travelling 

by coach to Cirencester Christmas 

Market, having shopped till we 

dropped and then we proceed to 

Westonbirt Aboretum which will be 

illuminated for the festive season.  

Tina Steele 

Martley WI  
Wednesday 12 December at  7.30pm 

Heaton House 

Brenda Crump gave us a fascinating 

flower demonstration using, amongst 

other things, twigs, flowers and a 

pumpkin. The Halloween pumpkin 

was quite scary and not something to 

meet unexpectedly on a dark corner on 

a dark evening. Brenda even had 

members making cobwebs. The recent 

Christmas Craft Day was enjoyed by 

the members who were demonstrating 

and, hopefully, by the public who 

dropped in to see what creative  

people we have in the village, they 

were able to see some lovely crafts 

and creative ideas for Christmas, and 

in some cases, ‗have-a-go‘! If there is 

a demand, we are quite willing to do 

another or organise courses which will 

be  open  to  anyone  in  t he 

neighbourhood.  Our  thespian 

members performed with their 

performance of Cinderella at the 

Harvest Supper. Oh yes they did!   We 

hope the audience enjoyed it as much 

as we did doing it. Our meeting this 

month is Christmas Celebrations with 

fun, food and jollity. There is a 

rumour that there may be another 

Pantomine performance this year, and 

that our Resident author is hard at 

work as we speak.  What will it be? 

Come along and join us for a laugh 

and a bit of fun. A very Happy 

Christmas to our former, present, and 

future members. 

Kate King 

Pudford Lane 
The darker nights mean the animals 

are settled earlier for the night and 

Jacob donkey is getting used to 

sharing his field with some sheep. He 

is not happy when they try to take 

over his barn at bedtime.   They have 

been borrowed to clear the last of the 

growth of the SSSI. Jess, our new 

border collie, is on a fast learning 
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curve and doing well, but, as it is said, 

collie dogs are usually cleverer that 

their owners. We had a big panic the 

other evening when some sheep were 

missing.  Surely this could not be 

rustlers in the lane?  We now know 

how little Bo Peep must have felt!  

They were found splashing about in 

the newly running stream. We 

eventually decided we did not need to 

get out the electric hair dryers as the 

blustery wind seemed to be doing a 

good job, and we did not bother with 

the curlers!! 

Kate King 

Martley Ramblers 
There is no walk this month as the 

weather can be uncertain and 

afternoons get dark early. The walk at 

Cleobury Mortimer to be led by Jenny 

Underhill, was changed to a local one 

as the conditions underfoot were not 

too safe after all the wetness. Thanks 

to Richard and Pauline who led and, 

hopefully, Jenny can do hers next 

year. The new programme for 2013 

will be available later this month, so 

watch this space, have a good mud-

free Christmas and see you all in the 

New Year. 

Kate King 

Martley’s Past 
On 13 April 1896 the master received 

a new log book. On a flyleaf was 

written Size of Room 32ft x 15ft x 

12ft, accommodation 60. The first 

entry read, 13 April, Re-opened school 

after Easter Holidays. 22 April, 

Attendance this morning V.G. 64 

present. Began to teach Practice to St 

V, and Long Division to St.IV. 15 

May, 24 March was the Jubilee 

(50yrs) of laying the foundation stone 

of these schools. In commemoration 

of the event a Tea was given to the 

children this afternoon. They were 

addressed by the Rector, who also 

distributed a present to each child. 

There were present, The Rev J F & 

Mrs Hastings, Miss Hastings, Miss 

Nash (Worcester), Mr J & Mrs Rogers 

and the Misses Rogers (Barbers), Mrs 

J Davis, Mrs Badger, Mrs C Holliday, 

Mr J Holliday and Mr Hall. 19 June, F 

Turner and Bertram Grovenor have 

been playing truant this week. Sent 

notes to their parents. 23 June, 

Grovenor and Turner punished today 

for truancy. 7 July, F Turner and B 

Grovenor were flogged this morning 

for truancy yesterday. 13 July, Miss 

Currie, of Laugherne House, called 

this afternoon and invited the boys to 

tea on Friday next. 

The good and the not so good of those 

old school days!! 

Alan Boon 

Martley Amateur Dramatics 
Rehearsals are now well under way 

for our annual pantomime. This year 

we are performing Cinder Ella, a 

pantomime written by Ruth Mace and 

loosely based on the traditional 

pantomine of Cinderella, come along, 

enjoy the experience and support our 

players. I am sure you will not be 

disappointed! Proceeds this year will 

be going to St. Richards Hospice who 

have been of great support to several 
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families within the village over the 

last couple of years. Make a note of 

the dates, Friday 11 January 

and Saturday 12 January with a 

matinee performance on the Saturday. 

Hurry and buy your tickets from the 

Shop or Post Office. Tickets will be 

available at the door if not all sold but 

why not buy from the shops to avoid 

disappointment. We wish you all a 

very Happy Christmas and look 

forward to seeing you in January. 

Martley Spurs Football Club 

Update  
October 2012 

November sees us in last place in the 

Premier League. However, we are 

determined to improve and we 

welcome supporters to our home and 

away games. New players are more 

than welcome to join us, please 

contact Simon Rawle on 07971 

264107 for details. 

M Gardner, Secretary 

Martley Horticultural Show 

and Fete 
A short burst of rain heralded the 

opening of Martley‘s annual show by 

our very own, as well as the BBC‘s, 

Dave Bradley. Whether or not it was 

what he said, but the rain then cleared 

and we enjoyed an afternoon of 

entertainment with something for 

everyone. An energetic Zumba 

display, followed by a group of 

Appalachian dancers and a belly 

dancing demonstration, kept our 

interest. The Mid Western Gun 

Dog Society showed us how dogs 

should be trained and the ferret racing 

proved popular. Music was provided 

by the Severn and Teme Scout Band 

and our local Longside Radio 

team. The Horticultural Society tent 

contained the marvels we have come 

to expect, vegetables, plants and 

flower arrangements to be proud of 

and baking to make the mouth 

water. There were the usual array of 

sideshows, stalls and car booters, more 

than ever this year, with bargains to be 

had or recycled! Refreshments 

including teas, soft drinks, cakes, 

burgers and ice creams meant we 

didn‘t go thirsty or hungry. There 

were train rides, a bouncy castle and 

slide, face painting and their own 

children‘s corner for the youngsters. 

Sumo wrestling, skittles, the coconut 

shy and a tractor pull for the energetic 

and the Grand Draw and tombola for 

those with a lucky streak. Thanks 

should go to everyone who kindly 

offered their time to run stalls, put up 

and take down the tents and assisted in 

any other way, especially those who 

were ―press ganged‖ on the day! 

Thank you too to the Cob House who 

helped out at short notice with some 

photocopying and all those who gave 

prizes for the Grand Draw. Finally a 

special mention and tribute should go 

to Pam Minchin who ran the tombola 

so magnificently for many years and 

whose contribution to the Show has 

been immense. She will be missed. All 

of you who come to the Show make it 

such a success and this year we have 
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been able to make donations to the 

County Air Ambulance, Martley 

Village Hall, St Peters Church 

Martley,  Abberley and Witley Scouts, 

Martley Millenium Green, Macmillan 

Nurses, St Richard‘s  Hospice, 

Martley Recreation Association and 

the Nora Parsons Day Centre. The 

Show committee are looking for new 

members to join them in organising 

next year‘s event. If you can spare a 

little time, enjoy having a laugh and 

are willing to make a contribution to 

village life we would love to hear 

from you. Please call Tony on 01886 

888500 or email lantrow@aol.com.   

News from the Chantry 

Library 
I, together with Lisa Farmer and 

Adam Parfitt have been extremely 

lucky to be able to take a group of 

boys to see ex-SAS soldier/author 

Andy McNab.  He talked to us about 

his rise to fame through writing. He 

spoke to us about how important 

education is.  He, himself had a 

reading age of just 11 years old at the 

age of 17.  He said he wasn‘t stupid 

just uneducated. Through re-training 

he began to write about his 

experiences and enjoy inspiring 

others.  He has written many books for 

adults and young adults and was 

promoting his latest book, The New 

Recruit. Helen Cooper, Community 

Support Officer will be coming in to 

talk about her role within the Police 

Force. Then again to speak about how 

to write a book as she is also an author 

of children‘s books. I will be able to 

tell you about this in the next edition. 

In craft club we are learning the art of 

weaving and with Christmas only 

weeks away, Christmas cards too. 

Wishing you all a very merry 

Christmas. 

Vicky Warr, Chantry LLC 

Know Your Councillor 
Michael (Monty) Walker 

I was born in the village of Studley in 

Warwickshire. Lived in Worcester for 

16 years before moving to Martley 18 

years ago because I wanted to return 

to village living. I am married to Irene, 

who is a Governor at the Chantry 

School, and have two grown-up 

children; Laura and Alex. My work 

career has been in Sales and I have 

worked as a Sales Consultant 

for a multi-national fixings 

company for the last 16 

years. I also served for 32 

years in the Territorial Army, retiring 

in 2008 as a Troop Commander.  

Since coming to live in Martley I have 

supported various village events and 

associations. Coming from a farming 

background originally, but then 

working in a  manufactur ing 

environment I find I can empathise 

with all sectors of the community.  

Also, being Village born and bred, I 

have personal experience of the 

pleasures and problems living in a 

rural community can produce. I 

became a member of Martley Parish 
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Council just over a year ago because I 

felt I had a lot of skills that could be 

used in the service of the local 

community. Villagers can contact me 

on 01886 888063 or email me at 

walkers123@btinternet.com. 

Martley Parish Council 
Abbreviated Unapproved Minutes 

of the Parish Council Meeting held 

on Monday 5 November 2012 in the 

Village Hall 

Democratic Period/ Public Question 

Time 

A report was read out about the Parish 

Council policy on new housing and 

requested that they hold a further 

meeting with H Baldwin, MP. This 

matter will be discussed further under 

item 7. Longside radio is in the 

process of calculating the costs 

involved to do the necessary internal 

work to the weighbridge. They are 

receiving offers of support and hope 

to keep costs to an absolute minimum.  

This item will be discussed further 

under item 10. Two parishioners 

made representations about the noise 

from the MUGA (Multi Use Games 

Area) in the new play area and wished 

to arrange a meeting with parish 

councillors, representatives of the 

Martley Recreation Association plus 

themselves. The meeting will take 

place on Wednesday, 21 November at 

7.00pm in the Committee Room. Cllr 

Gardner agreed to meet the 

parishioners prior to meeting to hear 

the noise generated from the play area 

on behalf of Council. A parishioner 

attended with reference to Parish 

Council Minute Books. He currently 

holds the books and wishes to 

continue to do so. As the signed 

minute books are legal documents and 

under the ownership of the Parish 

Council it was unanimously agreed to 

follow WCC guidelines and place the 

minute books in the Record Office for 

perpetuity. It was also agreed to 

investigate the possibility of scanning 

the books which could then be held in 

any heritage centre that might be 

created. 

Declarations of Interest 

Cllr Walker declared an interest in 

item 12. 

County & District Councillor 

Reports 
District Councillor Williams reported 

that she was still awaiting a reply from 

Cllr David Hughes about a possible 

visit to Martley. She also reported that 

a MHDC council meeting is being 

held on 13 November and open to the 

public. 

Planning 

12/01438/FUL, Change of use of land 

to enable expansion of transport yard 

to the rear of Laugherne Villa.  

Council support this application. 

12/01432/LBC, Formation of gabion 

bridge and access tract. Recording and 

extensive repair of decayed timber 

frame. Erection of garden store/bat 

house and two storey extension, The 

Old Court, Horsham. Council support 

this application. 

11/01530/FUL, Land at Willow Road, 

Martley – Appeal dismissed. 

Application for Dispensation 
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C l l r  W a l ke r  h a s  r e q u e s t e d 

dispensation for discussions involving 

the Play Area.  If granted the 

dispensation can last for up to 4 years. 

Option A, Cllr Walker can take part in 

discussion on the subject but will not 

be entitled to vote. Option B, Cllr 

Walker can take part in the discussion 

and have a vote. Cllr Gardner 

proposed and Cllr Nott seconded that 

option A be approved. Approved 

unanimously. 

Future Housing: 
Taylor Wimpey Proposals 

After discussion Council agreed that it 

was important that it engages with TW 

in terms of possible future needs for 

the village. TW will make a large 

financial contribution to MHDC and it 

is important that we work to secure 

some of this funding.  

Bayhill Properties 

To consider the official response to 

Bayhill Properties, following the 

recent meeting. The Clerk will write to 

Bayhill Properties to say that Council 

does not support this development.  To 

consider pending planning application 

for properties on land adjacent to 

Barbers, noted.  Contact will be made 

with MHDC concerning the ancient 

apple trees on the site. 

Housing survey, to consider further 

distribution of forms.  The Clerk to 

record completed forms and arrange 

for distribution of remainder. 

Councillors Areas 

To agree scope of this allocation, i.e. 

restrict to Lengthsman duties only or 

to widen the scope. As The Villager 

magazine has not yet completed the 

informational articles on Councillors it 

was agreed to hold this matter over 

until January. 

Application for Discretionary Rural 

Rate Relief 

An application was received from 

Central Garage for discretionary rate 

relief. The Parish Council voted 

unanimously for Option A which 

states that the business is of use to the 

village and therefore a contribution 

may be made from the Precept. 

Weighbridge Use by Longside 

Radio 

The proposal that Longside Radio uses 

the weighbridge as their recording 

studio with the entrance being used for 

Tourist information (footpaths 

information, maps and geology 

information).  The costings have not 

been finalised but Council fully 

support this proposal to use this 

building for the good of the village. It 

was agreed that the lock would require 

changing. 

BT Phone Kiosks:  It was agreed that 

the kiosks should remain in the 

village.  Clerk to commence process 

of adoption. 

Correspondence 
Letter received from Mrs I Walker and 

Mrs Z Baril regarding the Play Area.  

WCC, Winter Maintenance Service 

and Parish Grit Bins, noted. Clerk to 

contact WCC about the possibility of 

re-siting one of the grit bins from the 

weighbridge to the Hope House Lane/

Willow Road junction. 

Progress Reports 

Crown Meadow orchard, no reply 

received from Marstons. Clerk to 
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follow up sending photo of meadow. 

Village Hall, library electricity costs. 

As this matter has been ongoing for 

some time it was agreed to get quotes 

from 3 electricians to review the 

heating in the library. Trees, Church 

Lane. WCC have informed PC that the 

trees are the responsibility of the 

owners. The Clerk is to write to the 

owners informing them of this and to 

express concern about the health of 

the trees. Aqua Cleansing. Several 

attempts to get this work completed 

have been made unfortunately to no 

avail.  Alternative suppliers will now 

be considered. 

Finance 

Six monthly budget vs actual. The 

figures are fairly well on target. Clerk 

explained the receipts and payments 

for ―Grants‖ and explained that 

Council acted as the Accountable 

Body on grants. 

Lengthsman 

Additional duties for November 

include, Verge outside St Peters Court 

requires tidying, Overgrown tree St 

P e t e r s  Dr i ve / Ba d ge r s  C l o s e 

overhanging into the road, Footpath 

from The Noak into the village 

requires clearing and the footpath 

from Village Hall to Maylite requires 

clearing 

Councillor’s Reports and items for 

future agenda 

The bin opposite Rogers Coaches 

needs a replacement liner. The Clerk 

to investigate purchasing a new bin 

with a lid.  The bin by Weighbridge 

needs to be removed. Cllr Walker 

reported on the meeting on Evening 

Transport provision he had attended.  

It had been decided to operate a trial 

scheme on Saturday evenings from 

Easter 2013. 

Date of next meeting 

 Monday 3 December at 7.30pm in the 

Village Hall. 

J C Dale, 6 November 2012 

Family Tribute To Pam  
Pam was born on the 11 March 1937 

in Worcester, she was a 

welcome sister for Les. 

Pam attended Crown 

East Primary School and 

then the Girls Grammer 

School in Worcester and 

in 1952, when Pam was in her teens, 

she moved to Martley with her family 

and they settled into the village. It was 

in 1952 that Pam met Lionel, when 

Pam used to walk past his house on 

her way to school, Pam was only 15 or 

16 remembered Lionel, who said that 

―he thought she looked a bit of 

alright‖ so asked her out 

for a date! In 1958, after 

many happy years 

‗courting‘ Pam and 

Lionel were married at 

St Peters Church in 

Martley and after a 

lovely honeymoon in Torquay they 

then moved to Penhill Crescent in 

Worcester to begin their married life. 

Pam always kept herself very busy 

and started working as a Secretary, 
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Pam did very well at her job as she 

was shorthand trained and it wasn‘t 

long before her reputation went before 

her and she was poached by another 

solicitor Mr Parkinson, of Parkinson-

Wright (as is now known) and she 

ended up working for him for over 25 

years. Lionel and Pam had 4 children, 

Judith who was born in 1961, Kathryn 

in 1963, Sarah in 1965 and Stuart in 

1969. Sadly Judith passed away in 

2009 and Kathryn at only 6 months 

old in 1963. Whilst the children were 

growing up Pam worked at Kays in 

Worcester, part time and then returned 

to work as a secretary for Mr 

Parkinson. Pam always ensured that 

her children were well looked after 

whilst she was as work, as her and her 

best friend Stella used to care for each 

others‘ children whilst the other was at 

work. Pam retired from work in 1998, 

when she was just over 60, and was 

not too happy about it as she loved her 

job and loved to be busy and active! 

As many of you will know, Pam loved 

to be involved and always got stuck in 

to some organisation or society and 

always gave 110%. Pam and Stella 

volunteered at the Town Women‘s 

Guild in Worcester and then set up 

and ran the St Johns Women‘s Guild 

which is still going today! After nearly 

25 years living in Worcester, Lionel 

and Pam decided that they would like 

to move back to Martley and live a 

country life. They purchased their 

lovely little house and set about 

making this home. They always knew 

that Martley was their home! Lionel 

continued to play and be involved in  

local Cricket and Football clubs and 

Pam was busy homemaking and 

bringing up their family, life was 

good. Their children grew up and 

Judith, Sarah and Stuart all settled 

down. Pam had 2 Grandchildren, 

Matthew and Emily (Sarah's children) 

and 3 step grandchildren, Tim and 

Lucy, who are twins, and Bobby 

(Stuarts step children). Pam was very 

proud of them all and loved spending 

time with them all, including her very 

proud moments watching Matthew 

playing cricket for both the District 

and County teams at only 10 years of 

age! Pam had a very active part in 

village life and was a member of the 

Horticultural Society, the Martley Fete 

Committee, of which she was 

infamous for her part in organising 

and running the Tombola Stall, 

contributing to the flowers in church, 

helping on the short mat bowling 

team, assisting with the front of house 

for Martley Amateur Dramatics 

(MAD) and organising the food for 

the Harvest Supper. As a result of both 

Pam and Lionel‘s contribution to the 

Village, they were awarded the 

Freedom on Martley in 2009. Pam was 

an excellent cook and loved her 

18 



The Villager, December 2012   

garden and really enjoyed her holidays 

and in particular spending time 

caravanning to the Gower with her 

family and her round the world trip for 

3 months and then the lovely 6 weeks 

she spent in New Zealand with Lionel. 

Pam loved walking and used to spend 

every Wednesday with her best friend 

S t e l l a ,  wa l k i n g  a ro u n d  t he 

countryside. Pam became very ill at 

Christmas in December 2011 when the 

re-occurrence of her bowel cancer that 

had made her so ill in 1999 returned, 

Pam had an emergency operation and 

a f t e r  6  mo n t h s  o f  i n t e n se 

chemotherapy a cat scan revealed that 

the cancer had spread. In September of 

this year, Pam moved to St Richards 

Hospice in Worcester where she spent 

5 weeks and then sadly passed away 

very peacefully on the 24 September 

2012. A beautiful Service of 

Celebration was held in St Peters 

Church on Friday 5 October 2012 at 

11.30am, the church was full and there 

was standing room only, thanks to all 

those people who attended and sent 

messages of condolence. Over £1,000 

was collected in church and this was 

split between St Peters Church and St 

Richards Hospice. Pam will be missed 

by all who knew her, will be sorely 

missed in the Village and her passing 

has left a huge hole in the heart of her 

family. God Bless Pam. We will all 

miss you and will never forget you.    

Pam—A True Friend 
A true and loyal friend, like a 

matriarch who dies, the herd gets lost. 

Pam will be missed by all who knew 

her and I am sure the village will too, 

we will all be lost for some-time. I 

hear her voice nearly every day and 

expect her to walk through  my 

door....I can hear her saying, I need 

help....village fete, things for the 

tombola, books etc, then the 

horticultural club, church flowers, teas 

for Martley Amateur dramatics, and 

many more things Pam would get 

involved in. Like the Millennium 

Green, when you see the daffodils 

nodding their heads in the spring, 

please think of Pam as she helped to 

plant them!  Last year Pam got 

members of the Horticultural Society 

to do a sketch on the stage for the 

Harvest Supper, she also campaigned 

to get a grant from the Council for a 

new bowling mat, which we have now 

got, sadly Pam never saw it. Last 

November Pam, Lionel, Pete and I 

watched the fireworks form Brighton 

Pier, what a lovely night. I will always 

have so many happy memories, thanks 

Pam for being you. Friends Forever. 

Margaret Jackson 

In Memoriam 
Pamela Ann Minchin who passed away 

on 24 September. A service for Pam at 

Worcester Crematorium was followed by 

a service at St Peter‘s, Martley on 5 

October.  
Una Mercy Williams (of Martley parish) 

who passed away on 18 August.  A 

service was held at for Una at Stourport 

Crematorium on 4 September. 
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Songs, Carols and Services at our Churches   

Christingle Services 
 

Services to be held at   

St Peters, Martley  

2nd December at 4pm 

 

St Laurence, Wichenford 

9 December at 4pm 

All Welcome and all proceeds will 

go towards the Children's Society. 

Crib Service 

 
Come along and build a crib and 

enjoy some traditional Carols too!   

 

Fun For All The Family ! 

Christmas Eve 24th December 

St Laurence, Wichenford at 4pm 

St Mary Mag, Broadwas at 5pm.  

Christmas Eve 
 

Holy Communion 

 

10pm  St Laurence,W/ford 

 

11.30pm  St Peters, Martley 

 

11.30pm St Mary Mag,  

  Broadwas 

This is a beautiful service with 

Christmas carols and hymns for 

everyone.   

Christmas Day 
9am 

Holy Communion 

 St Leonards,  Cotheridge 

 

11am 

Christmas Day  

Family Worship 

St Peters, Martley 

 

Lovely services, traditional  

carols and a true celebration of the 

meaning of Christmas.  

Everyone is very welcome to join 

us!  

 

Heaton House Christmas 

Carols and Communion 
Come along and join us for 

Christmas Carols and Commun-

ion on  Wednesday 12 and 19 

December at 10.15am 

All the usual Christmas 

Carols—I'm sure we will sing your 

favourite!!  
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News From Martley Primary 

School 
The Autumn term is always an 

exciting time in school and this one is 

proving to be as thrilling and action-

packed as ever! School is not just 

about getting the highest grades 

possible in academic assessments-it is 

about helping our children to become 

well rounded individuals, the citizens 

of today and tomorrow. At Martley 

CE Primary School we ensure that all 

of the children have as many 

opportunities as possible to develop as 

people. We have many examples from 

this  term already including, 

Participating in the Remembrance 

Sunday services-both at St Peter‘s 

Church and also the local Brownie and 

Scout movements. Participating in 

residential experience with local 

cluster schools-for many of our Year 6 

children it was the first time away 

from home. Many of them have come 

back with a new found respect for 

what their home-life has to offer them 

as they were encouraged to be 

independent for themselves for the 

first time-organising their own 

equipment and taking responsibility 

for supporting each other to achieve 

some very challenging achievements-

including ‗high wires‘, zip lines and 

canoeing. Welcoming the Bishop of 

Worcester to our school, for a visit to 

our assembly and each classroom. Our 

whole school environmental studies 

project using the book ‗The Tin 

Forest‘ by Helen Ward as a stimulus. 

Through collaborative work the whole 

of our school has been transformed 
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Carol Services in 

Church 
Sunday 16 December  

3pm 

St Mary and St Andrew, Knight-

wick 

4pm 

St Laurence, Wichenford 

6.30pm 

St Peters, Martley 

6.30pm 

St Mary Magdalene, Broadwas 

 

Traditional carols for all the fam-

ily with warm mulled wine and 

lovely mince pies! 

Pub Carols 
Thursday 20th December, at 

The Masons Arms,  Wichenford  

very popular event returns again! 

 

The fun starts at 7pm, Santa  

arrives at 7.30pm and has a gift 

for each child  

Free Mince Pies  

Warm mulled wine served by the 

glass (£3.50 per glass) 

Traditional carol singing with 

David and his festive band 

A great raffle with lovely prizes 

and ALL proceeds to your 

Churches  

Christmas menu—3 courses for 

£24.95 (half price for children) - 

book early !! 
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into an amazing ‗forest‘ of children‘s 

art and language work-a truly 

inspiring project, helping us all to 

reflect on the importance of the 

‗stewardship of the Earth‘. Hosting 

our Tanzanian Head Teacher, Mrs. 

Margareth Msacky-learning that 

despite the miles separating our 

countries and schools, there are far 

more similarities between us than 

differences. As ‗Global Citizens‘ we 

all have a responsibility to build a 

better future-Martley CE Primary 

School and Kambarage Primary 

school are doing their bit! Martley CE 

Primary School choir participating at 

the LG Arena, Birmingham, as part of 

a 4000+ children‘s choir! Stunning 

and memorable!  Learning parts for 

our Christmas school nativity-tea 

towels and glitter galore! Preparing for 

the Carol Concert at St Peter‘s Church

-recognising the importance of being 

part of the community and generating 

a  s e n s e  o f  o wn e r s h i p  a n d 

responsibility for the village of 

Martley and beyond. It is these 

moments that give us all a real ‗buzz‘ 

and remind us of the reasons for why 

we chose to be part of this profession. 

The smile on a child‘s face as they 

climb to the top of a climbing wall for 

the first time, conquering a fear of 

heights; the tear in a parent‘s eye as 

they see their child take part in their 

first Nativity and the warm feeling 

that envelops us when we work 

alongside someone in a really 

profitable relationship. All of these 

achievements cannot be measured by a 

grade or put in a Government League 

Table. However, it is these ‗human‘ 

aspects of the job which make each 

day worthwhile. Pleasingly there are 

moments like these every day in our 

super Village Primary school. It is at 

this time of year when we often write 

cards to our friends and families to 

wish them a very happy Christmas and 

all good wishes for the New Year. I 

would like to take this opportunity to 

do the same to all of you and also to 

THANK everyone who makes life at 

Martley CE Primary school so 

rewarding.  Not only at Christmas 

time, but on a DAILY basis. Thank 

you to one and all! If you would like 

more details about school then please 

do contact us at school on 01886 

8882 01  o r  on  our  webs i t e 

www.martley-pri.worcs.sch.uk 

 Andrew Massey, Head Teacher  

Vacancy for Treasurer on 

Village Hall Committee 
The Committee would welcome 

support for the Village Hall in the role 

of Treasurer and/or committee 

member. The Treasurer role is 

obviously an important role for the 

village hall and someone with IT and 

good communication skills are 

preferred but a sense of humour is 

essential.  The committee does pull 

together and jobs are distributed 

amongst everyone but a Treasurer is 

needed to work with us please. If 

anyone is interested in discussing this 

role or wishes to find out more please 

do contact Annette on 01886 821895 

or email villagehall@martley.org). 

Annette Smith 
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Wichenford 100 Club 
The Wichenford 100 Club, with 

regret, notices that quite a few 

members did not renew their 

subscription this year. It is possible 

that you may have not been at home 

when our team of collectors knocked 

on your door or you may have put any 

r eminder s  t o  one  s ide  and 

forgotten them. Now is your chance to 

renew your membership. Please 

post your renewals (cheque for £9 per 

number made out to Wichenford 100 

Club) to The New House, Kings 

Green, Wichenford, WR6 6YG.  You 

can also, join the 100 club and for just 

£10 you can become a member and be 

given a number which will run for the 

rest of the year, until September . 

Please post a cheque for £10 to the 

above address, and please don‘t forget 

to write your phone number on the 

back so we can inform you what your 

100 Club number is! Remember, the 

more people in the club the more we 

can pay out in prizes per month! 

Wichenford Harvest Supper 
Over 80 people sat down to a delicious 

meal ably prepared by Rosemary 

Clarke and her helpers at the annual 

Wichenford Harvest Supper. The 

entertainment was provided by 

Horizon Lights, a delightful local 

group who were very popular with the 

audience. The bar was kindly run by 

Alan Green and our thanks to him and 

also to Katie and John Kidd for 

organising the very popular raffle. 

Proceeds from the evening were 

divided between St Laurence‘s Church 

and the Memorial Hall. Rosemary 

Clarke has organised the supper for 

many years now but has decided to 

retire. Our very grateful thanks must 

go to Rosemary and Mike for their 

commitment and very hard work over 

the years. 

Distributers Required  
Distributers urgently in Wichenford, 

just a short walk around the centre of 

Wichenford village, delivering about 

30 magazines once per month!  Think 
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Janet Andrews  

01886 888303 

Sheila Richards  

01886 888378 

Over the Garden Wall   

in Wichenford 
WICHENFORD NEEDS YOUR NEWS 
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you can help? Please contact Karen 

Furber on 01886 888449.  

Kenswick And Wichenford 

Parish Council 
Draft unapproved abbreviated draft 

minutes of the ordinary meeting of the 

Parish Council held on Monday 1 

October 2012 in the Memorial Hall, 

Wichenford. 

Democratic Half Hour/Public 

Question Time 

The Chairman invited all present to ask 

questions or make statements about 

parish business. A member of the 

public raised the subject of flooding 

from the Kedges to Kenswick and the 

overgrown hedge along Willow Road. 

The Parish Council agreed to see what 

could be done with regard to the 

flooding and will contact the owner to 

get the hedge cut. 

Progress Reports 

Evening transport proposal. 

The Clerk has written to the County 

Council to say we are not willing to 

undertake any further survey within the 

Parish but will consider future 

proposals. The Clerk will write to the 

highways and ask if the 30mph limit 

could be extended to the church. 

Planning 

Applications Refused/Approved/

Withdrawn 

12/00936/ful, Allsetts Farm, Broadwas. 

Conversion of agricultural buildings to 

commercial (b1) storage/office/light 

industrial use. Approved 

12/00865/ful, Erection of domestic 

workshop/garden store outside the 

cartilage of dwelling house,  Lingens 

Cottage. Approved. 

Applications to be considered 
12/01224/ful, change of use of existing 

field to the keeping of horses and the 

construction of a new permanent stable 

block for 5 horses with a tack room. 

Council have a few concerns but 

generally this is supported. 

Finance 
The appointment of the new external 

auditor for 2012/13 was read out. 

NPDC (Donation) 

It was agreed to give a donation with 

the amount to be discussed at the next 

meeting. 

Kings Green 

A letter was read out regarding the new 

signs that have been put on the green. it 

was decided to put this on the next 

agenda for further discussion.. The 

Council will write to the parishioners 

concerned. The blue notice at 

H igh fie ld s  has  fa l l en  down. 

Councillors agreed that it could be 

erected in a different location which 

they will do themselves. Councillors 

agreed that the ditches from Highfields 

to Kings Green could be dug. A letter 

was read out from a parishioner 

regarding the collapse of the drainage 

system beneath the road at the gateway 

opening onto Barbers Lane by 

Highfields. This field has recently been 

harvest and the passage and weight of 

the loads through the gateway have 

resulted in the collapse of the drainage 

system. It was agreed the Clerk should 

write to the landowner. 

Councillors Co-Option 

The notice of co-option has been 

advertised and no one has come forth. 

It was agreed that the residents of The 
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Kedges and Kenswick should be 

approached. 

To Report Any Urgent Decisions 

S i n c e  T h e  L a s t  M e e t i n g 
The response to the Councils letter 

regarding the proposed incinerator at 

Hartlebury were distributed. It was 

agreed the Clerk should contact the 

Lengthsman regarding the flooding. it 

was suggested that another ditch could 

possibly be dug to help with the flood 

water at Venn Lane. Also to see if 

anything can be done about the 

flooding on the B4204. Highways have 

been contacted about the railings that 

have again been knocked down on the 

Kenswick bends. There have been 4 

accidents in 6 weeks. The clerk is 

waiting for a response from the County 

Council to see what else can be done. it 

was suggested that she write to them 

and ask if we could have a sign saying 

―serious accident black spot‖ and for 

the speed to be reduced. 

Correspondence 
All correspondence is now emailed to 

Councillors. 

Councillor’s reports and items for 

future agendas 
It was reported that Rosses and Guises 

Lane were driven through the day of 

the fete. Luckily the registration was 

taken and has been reported to the 

police. The Clerk was asked to contact 

Highways to see if some form of 

barrier could be put in place, which 

would be suitable to allow horses and 

pedestrians but would stop vehicles. 

Date and venue of next meeting 

Meeting dates below may have to be 

changed as there is discussion of the 

Memorial Hall being used regularly 

every Monday. Meeting dates were 

arranged for 17 December 2012, 28 

January, 12 March and 16 April 

(Annual Parish Meeting) 2013. 

Are Your Ash Trees Safe? 

As many of you may have heard 

recently in the press and on the 

television, our Ash Trees in the United 

Kingdom are under threat of a disease. 

In response to this the Forestry 

Commission have produced a video 

guide to identifying this disease. You 

can watch this on You Tube on the 

i n t e r n e t   b y  t y p i n g  i n  

#ashdieback or read about this at 

www.forestry.gov.uk/chalara 

Heather Rendall, Tree Warden, 

Wichenford 

Baptisms 
Christopher James Cleall who was 

baptised at St Laurence, Wichenford on 

14 October. 

Hannah Beatrice Clissett who was 

baptised at St Mary Magdalene, 

Broadwas on 28 October. 

In Memoriam 
Audrey Maud Griffin who passed 

away on 5 April 2012. Her ashes were 

Buried at St Laurence, Wichenford on 

29 August. 

Linda Margaret Baldwin who passed 

away no 26th August. A service 

Followed by burial was held at St 

Laurence, Wichenford on 7 September. 

Barbara May Webb who passed away 

on 14th August. A service was held at 

Worcester Crematorium on 23 August. 
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There is something comforting and af-

firming about the changing seasons of 

life, it gives us rhythm and security in 

the passing of the years. There may have 

been too many years that have passed, 

we may say, but that seasonal time of 

Christmas is here again. Though Christ-

mas has arrived again it has not always 

been as we know it now. The Birth of 

Christ is recorded in the Gospels of 

Luke, (the birth and visit of the shep-

herds) and Matthew (the Birth and the 

visit of the wise men). As the exact date 

of the birth of Jesus was unknown the 

early church did not have a special day 

to celebrate such. However in the sur-

rounding cultures of the day there were 

many celebrations at the time of the 

winter solstice celebrating the coming of 

light into the world. By 321, the Roman 

Emperor Constantine converted to 

Christianity giving Christians freedom 

to worship without being in fear of los-

ing their livelihood and even their lives.  

Later in 336AD, Christians unofficially 

replaced the pagan Roman holiday with 

a celebration honouring Christ‘s birth. 

Pope Julius, who designated December 

25 as the official celebration of Christ‘s 

birth, followed this up in 350AD, this 

holiday becoming known as Christmas, 

or the Mass of Christ. Over the centuries 

there were many Christianising of pagan 

parts of the winter festival. One tradition 

that did not originate from the pagans 

however is the Crib service. In 1223 

Francis of Assisi aimed to draw the fo-

cus of Christmas back onto Jesus when 

he made a live nativity. The practice still 

being part of our celebrations today. In 

1647, the English parliament passed a 

law that made Christmas illegal, all fes-

tivities were banned by the Puritan 

leader Oliver Cromwell, who considered 

feasting and revelry on what was sup-

posed to be a holy day to be immoral. 

The ban was lifted only when Cromwell 

lost power in 1660. In Britain, the Holy 

Days and Fasting Days Act of 1551 

(which has not yet been repealed) states 

that every citizen must attend a Chris-

tian church service on Christmas Day, 

and must not use any kind of vehicle to 

get to the service. Not a lot of people 

know that, I hear you say! We have seen 

the festival develop throughout the Vic-

torian and 20th century period into the 

festival we celebrate today. The one 

factor for me that remains constant is 

Christ. The birth of Jesus being cele-

brated once again reminds me that re-

gardless of the passage of time and the 

trimmings that develop around Christ-

mas celebrations, he is the same, yester-

day, today, and forever. 

May God give you a joy-

ous Christmas. 

 

God Bless you all 

David 
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Church Words 
The Rectory 01886 888664 
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Sunday 2 Dec 8.00am Holy Communion, St Mary & St Andrew, Knightwick 

 10.30am Holy Communion, St Laurence, Wichenford 

  10.30am Morning Worship, St Mary Magdalene, Broadwas 

 4.00pm Christingle, St Peter, Martley 
  6.30pm Evensong, St Leonard, Cotheridge 

Mon 3 Dec 9.00am Morning Prayer, St Laurence, Wichenford 

Tues 4 Dec 10.00am Holy Communion, St Mary Magdalene, Broadwas 

Thurs 6 Dec 9.00am Prayer at the Heart (PATH), St Laurence, Wichenford 

  12-2pm Lunch in Company at Broadwas Village Hall 

  3.30-5.30pm Messy Church, The Old School, Berrow Green Road 

  7.30pm Healing Course ‗In His Name‘, The Old School, Berrow Green Rd 

Sun 9 Dec 8.00am Holy Communion, St Leonard, Cotheridge 

  10.30am Holy Communion, St Peter, Martley 

  10.30am Morning Prayer, St Mary Magdalene, Broadwas 

  4.00pm Christingle, St Laurence, Wichenford 
  6.30pm Deanery Assts and ALM‘s, Christchurch, Broadheath 

Mon 10 Dec 8.30am Prayer Breakfast   

Tues 11 Dec 10.00am Morning Prayer, St Mary Magdalene, Broadwas 

Wed 12 Dec 10.15am Christmas Carols and Communion, Heaton House 

Thurs 13 Dec9.00am Morning Prayer, St Laurence, Wichenford 

  9.15am Little Minnows – Christmas service with a wooden spoon 
Sun 16 Dec 8.00am Holy Communion, St Peter, Martley 

 3.00pm Carol Service,  St Mary and St Andrew, Knightwick 

 4.00pm Carol Service, St Laurence, Wichenford 

  6.30pm Carol Service, St Mary Magdalene, Broadwas 

  6.30pm Carol Service, St Peter, Martley 
Mon 17 Dec 9.00am Morning Prayer, St Peter‘s, Martley 

  6.00pm Martley Primary School Carol Service, St Peter’s, Martley 
Tues 18 Dec 10.00am Holy Communion, St Mary Magdalene, Broadwas 

Wed 19 Dec 10.15am Christmas Carols and Communion, Heaton House 
Thurs 20 Dec9.00am Morning Prayer, St Laurence, Wichenford 

  8.00pm onwards Pub Carols at The Masons Arms 
Sun 23 Dec 10.30am Benefice Holy Communion, St Laurence, Wichenford 

Mon 24 Dec CHRISTMAS EVE 

  4.00pm Crib Service, St Laurence, Wichenford 

  5.00pm Crib Service, St Mary Magdalene, Broadwas 

  10.00pm Holy Communion, St Laurence, Wichenford 

  11.30pm Holy Communion, St Peter, Martley 

  11.30pm Holy Communion, St Mary Magdalene, Broadwas 

Tues 25 Dec CHRISTMAS DAY 

  9.00am Holy Communion, St Leonard, Cotheridge 

  11.00am Family Worship, St Peter, Martley  

Sun 30 Dec 10.30am Benefice Service, St Peter, Martley 
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Village Contacts 
Editor of The Villager Gail Dawson.  Please email Gail at, editor@martley.org or contact her on 

01886 889180. You can also leave any articles with Mary at Martley Post 

Office 

Advertise in The Villager Aileen Parker, tele 01905 641865 or email aileenjparker@gmail.com 

Church 
(Worcestershire West Rural 

Team) 

Rector: Revd David Sherwin—01886 888664 or  
davidwin56@aol.com   

Assistant Priest: Revd Jennifer Whittaker—01886 833897  

Martley Parish Council Chair: Cllr. D Goodyear—01886 888423;  
Clerk: Janet Dale 01886 888472 

Martley WI     Mary Kipping  01886-812647  

Martley & District Horticultural 
Society 

Margaret Jackson—01886 888654 

Royal British Legion Joyce Tyler—01886 821551 

Martley Toddler Group Brenda 01886 888052 

Martley Ramblers     Richard Mills   01886-888788  

Martley Young Farmers    Brenda Crump 01886-812534  

Path-or-Nones John Nicklin—01886 888318  johnn@martley.org 

Resource Centre  

Police ―Surgery‖     CSO Helen Cooper—Martley Local Policing Team Tenbury Wells Police 
Station extn. 3581 Local Policing Officer PC Paul Lambon  

Martley Website webmaster@martley.org 

Martley Web Mesh Richard Jackman—01886 821237 richard@martley.org 
John Layton—01886888460  johnl@martley.org 

Tom Pearsall—01886 888256 tom@martley.org 

Martley Pre-School Kath/Lucy—01886 889127 www.martleypreschool.co.uk 

Martley Recreation Association 

(playing fields) 

Bookings—Pat Owen 01886 888406 pat@owen01.fsnet.co.uk 

Martley Memorial Village Hall 
Committee 

Chair—Neil Stammers 01886-888513 neil.stammers@btinternet.com 
Secretary—Annette Smith 01886-821895 villagehall@martley.org  

Wichenford contacts for The 
Villager  

Janet Andrews—01886 888303 or Sheila Richards—01886 888378 

Kenswick & Wichenford Parish 
Council 

Clerk—Shirley Sanders 01886 888302 

Wichenford Wine Club Chairman—Bill Hylan 01886 888431 

Wichenford Local Heritage 
Group 

Heather Rendall—01886 888239 

Martley Village Hall Bookings Please contact Lucy Horn, 07723064394  or 01886 889148, email 
lucyhorn@hotmail.com 

Martley CSO Helen W Cooper 40061 

To put an organisation and its contact details on this list, or to change the details shown here, 

please email editor@martley.org or leave a note for the editor, Gail at Martley Post Office. 

https://webmailcluster.1and1.co.uk/xml/webmail/mailDetail;jsessionid=593DE48313DF4F919966B79860477033.TC153b?__frame=_top&__lf=AdresseUebernehmenFlow&__sendingdata=1&resyncFolder.Doit=true&resyncFolder.TreeID=leftNaviTree&createMail.Action=create&createMail.T
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McMillan Coffee Morning 

Thank you so much for the support you 

gave to the coffee morning held on 28 

September at Martley Village Hall where 

you raised a magnificent £366 which was 

given to the Macmillan charity. A number 

of parishioners have asked if we could hold 

a similar event on a regular basis and Janet 

and I would be delighted to do so, to help 

other worthy charities once a month, 

provided we had help in both the cake 

making and/or serving on the day.  If you if 

you would be able to help, please contact 

either: Mandy Gardner on 01886 888237 or 

Janet Dale on 01886 888472. 

Ferndale Singers 

On Saturday 15 December 2012 at 7.30pm 

in Martley Village Hall the Ferndale 

Singers will be holding a Festive Concert 

full of Christmas Music and also a raffle. 

Tickets are priced at only £5 which will 

include wine and light refreshments. You 

can purchase tickets by contacting 01886 

821127, 01905 333225 or 07958 559 083. 

This will be our first concert under our new 

Musical Director, Greg Swinford. Greg is a 

music graduate of Selwyn College, 

Cambridge. Always a very popular night, 

so get your tickets early! 

Chris Baker 

Welcome to Newtown 

We have another family that have moved 

into Newtown, they are from Broadheath. 

Richard and Jenny Jones and their three 

children Tom, Emily and Liam, also we 

welcome father in law Roy. It will be nice 

to have children in Newtown. We hope you 

will all be very happy in your new home.    

June 
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